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GLOSSARY 

Calligraphy 

The art of writing letters and words with decorative 

strokes. 

Celadon  

A grey-green, jade-like, transparent stoneware glaze. 

Ceramic  

Clay hardened into a durable material by firing in a kiln. 

Pottery is the most commonly recovered ceramic 

artifacts in the archaeological record. 

Glaze  

Glaze is a layer or coating of a vitreous substance which 

has been fired to fuse to a ceramic object to color, 

decorate, strengthen or waterproof it. 

Kiln  

A furnace or oven used to bake pottery. Most kilns 

separate the fuel from the pottery. Modern kilns can be 

fuelled by electricity or gas but traditionally wood was 

used. 

Porcelain   

Usually white or light gray, porcelain is the highest 

quality of ceramic ware there is. Made of clay, feldspar 

and flint, porcelain is fired at a very high temperature in 

a kiln, and is very durable despite the fact that it can 

appear delicate. 

Porous  

Full of tiny pores that allow fluids or gases to pass 

through. 

Pottery 

Ware, such as vases, pots, bowls, or plates, shaped from 

moist clay and hardened by heat. 

Sherd 

A fragment of glass or pottery. 

Stoneware 

Natural clay which is fired over 2100 degrees F. It differs 

from porcelain principally in color, being gray, tan or 

reddish, and having a larger "grain." 

Vessel 

A container (as a flask, kettle, bottle, bowl, or cup) for 

holding something. 
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Vial 

Vitreous  

Glass-like. When describing clay, vitreous generally 

means non-porous. 

 Ceramics:  Porcelain  

Decoration and Color 

Four Seasons Design on Dishes 

The Four Seasons design symbolizes Chinese worldview 

concepts. The center of the vessel is often decorated with 

peach blossoms or other floral pattern. The edge of the vessel 

shows four floral patterns representing the four seasons of the 

year.  

 Spring – peony – showing good fortune 

 Summer – water lily or lotus – showing purity 

 Fall – chrysanthemum – showing pleasure 

 Winter – plum or cherry blossom – showing courage 

 

Celadon Glaze on Dishes 

Celadon refers to the solid light gray-green or blue-green color 

of the glaze.  

 Celadon did not occur in serving bowls and seldom 

occurred in plates. 

 Celadon bowls have rims which are slightly flared 

with a narrow border that fades to white. 

 There is often a hand-drawn blue Chinese character 

on the bottom. 
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Ceramics: Stoneware 

Decoration and Color 

Shuang Hsi Design on Dishes 

The Chinese calligraphy character “hsi” is written twice.  
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 This symbol means “double happiness.” 

 The design is usually considered older than the “Four 
Seasons” design. 

 The pattern was found on bowls which were some of 
the earliest and cheapest used by the Chinese in 
America. 

 
Plain Brown Glaze on Jars 
 

©Gary Weisz 
 

 Commonly used for stoneware storage jars 

 Occasionally had maker’s marks on bottom. 

 Not as durable as porcelain, so complete vessels are 
rare. Sherds are common. 

 
Celadon Bowls in a Butte Chinese Home  
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Each person ate from a celadon rice bowl and drank from a 

celadon teacup. Other items that were celadon included liquor 

cups.  

Unlike the teacups used in Europe, Chinese teacups were bowl-

shaped and had no handles. 

Serving pieces, such as large serving bowls and small sauce 

dishes, were not celadon, but carried a different design. 

Four Seasons Dishes in a Butte Chinese Home 
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Large serving bowls, small sauce dishes, and soup spoons were 

often decorated with the Four Seasons design (sometimes 

referred to as the Four Flowers design). Many pieces had marks 

on the bottom, probably denoting the name of the Chinese 

manufacturer.  

©Gary Weisz  

The popular Four Seasons (or Four Flowers) decoration was 

widely used by Chinese living in the United States. It tied them 

to their homeland worldview that sees the universe as a place 

of ceaseless motion, just as the seasons follow one another in 

an endless cycle. 

 
Storage Jars in a Butte Chinese Home 
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When the Chinese ordered a favorite food from back home, it 
often came in storage jars, like this “shouldered jar,” which 
would have had an unglazed salmon- or tan-colored lid to seal.   
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 Lids may have been sealed to the jars with a paper 
label. 

 Small shouldered jars were probably used to ship candy, 
medicines, or dried seasonings such as cilantro, fennel, 
anise seed, or peppercorns. 

 The plain brown jars were rarely decorated. 
 
Green-glazed Ginger Jar 
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Double Happiness Bowl (Shuang Hsi Design) 
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 The design is associated with weddings since it 
represents the joy of each person united with the other.  

 At the time that Butte’s Chinatown was populated, the 
“Shuang Hsi” design may have been considered old-
fashioned. 

 Unlike most other Chinese bowls found in Butte’s 
Chinatown, this bowl has a rolled rim.  
 

 
CERAMIC NON-DISH HOUSEHOLD ITEMS 

 
Liquor Bottle 
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Liquor bottles held a type of liquor made from distilled 

sorghum. Between 1935 and 1964, the U.S. Government 

required all liquor bottles to have “Federal Law” embossing, as 

shown in the bottle on the right.  
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Chu – Chinese Gaming Pieces 
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Small porcelain ceramic beads were used as gaming pieces. The 

name pak chu means “white pearl.” Chu are flat on the bottom 

and slightly convex on the top. Chu serve as markers or 

counters in a variety of games. Chinese also played with black 

markers, or chu. One black chu was equal to five pak chu 

(white). So pak chu (white) were less valuable.  

 

Opium Pipe Bowl 
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NON-CERAMIC HOUSEHOLD ITEMS 

Chinese Wok 

 

©http://www.cas.umt.edu/anthro/anth495cim/statewidedatab

ase.htm 

Glass Medicine Vial 
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The Chinese glass medicine vial was made as a tube, 

dipped in molten glass, and shaped on a hard surface to 

produce a rectangular form. To access the medicine, the 

neck of the bottle was snapped, shearing the glass in 

two. The medicine vials have thick glass bodies with a 

slightly greenish tint. The contents were liquid medicine 

or very small pills. 

Buttons 

      

Brass   Silver 
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If Chinese did not have access to buttons from the homeland, 

they resorted to using American buttons. 

Chinese Bean Cake Jar 
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ADDITIONAL ITEMS RECOVERED FROM DIG SITE 

Bone Fragments 

 

American Medicinal Bottles 
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Sarsaparilla Bottles 
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Citrate of Magnesia Bottles 
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Chinese Coins 
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Photographs and photographic images are used with permission 

of  Gary Weisz, photographer, and Christopher Merritt, U of M 

Dept. of Anthropology contributing editor,  from  website: 

http://www.cas.umt.edu/anthro/anth495cim/ArtifactID.htm 

Additional photographs provided through generosity of: 
www.sha.org/bottle/medicinal.htm - 
Copyright © 2010 Bill Lindsey.  All rights reserved. Viewers are 
encouraged, for personal or classroom use, to download limited 
copies of posted material. 
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